
Greetings Kansas Chapter!  It was great to see many chapter members that made it to the Public Works 
Expo (PWX) in Minneapolis and celebrated together at the chapter dinner.  The annual conference is 
such an amazing experience to see and hear about the innovation going on in public works while also 
experiencing the local culture.  Reminiscing of highlights from my last day at the conference, I started 
with attending the workshop bicycle tour of Minneapolis bike facilities that included pedaling around to 
learn how the city builds, maintains and retrofits streets to create their bike network from cycle tracks, 
to bike boulevards, to buffered bike lanes.  The bike tour was a nice way to see the city, learn about 
the challenges of doing a “road diet” in downtown and hear their claims that people really do winter 
bicycling in Minneapolis?!  Also heard the closing keynote speaker, Charles Marohn, speak about “Strong 
Towns” and ways to rethink planning and development in consideration of the public costs of building 
and maintaining infrastructure.  He provided interesting examples of redevelopment using cost/benefit 
ratios to create context sensitive streetscapes while also growing the local economy.  Fast forwarding to 
the evening, I found my way to the Minnesota State Fair adding to my list of “Places and situations I 
never thought I’d be in”.  Highlights (or lowlights) include racing my cohorts Chuck Soules and Tammy 
Bennett down a slide on potato sacks, seeing really newborn pigs and eating fried Spam and cheese curds 
- all at the country’s second biggest state fair...the memories of attending APWA PWX!

Also at PWX, the Kansas Chapter received the PACE Award for the fifth straight year!  PACE stands 
for Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence and is in recognition of the service to chapter members, 
service to the community and advancement of the public works profession.  The award is a testament 
of the many great contributions to and from our members including the Snow Roadeo, sponsorship of 
Future City Competition, hosting roundtable meetings and scholarship fund - to name a few.  Thanks 
to those that contributed to the award and specifically Chuck Bartlett, past president, for organizing the 
award application.

A reminder that the chapter Fall Meeting is coming up on October 11th at the Hollywood Casino 
in Kansas City; hope you are able to attend for the day.  The agenda will include presentations from 
our colleagues on design standards, utility and R/W management, telecommunications, building public 
support for funding capital projects and the soon to be complete $285M Design-Build “Gateway Project” 
in Johnson County.  If you’re still on the fence on attending, I would point out the two great things about 
the venue:  1) The prototypical casino buffet that is sure to satisfy your palate and 2) The ability to leave 
with more money than you came with - after work hours of course!

Finally, I’d like to mention the nearly completed APWA Kansas Chapter:  Leadership Manual & Chapter 
History document.  The purpose of the manual is to provide leaders within the Kansas Chapter insight 
on its role as a support network for professionals involved in public works in Kansas.  The manual also 
provides an outline to assist in the transition of officers and committee members and provides chapter 
members information on roles of the executive committee chairs, chapter committees, awards and 
history.  A final draft will be posted on the chapter website in October.  If you have any comments on the 
document or a willingness to serve on a chapter committee, please feel free to contact me.

Cheers,

-Dave Cronin 
dcronin@lawrenceks.org
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2016 PUBLIC WORKS EXPO
By Kenzil Lynn

PWX started for me on Saturday at 7:00 am with the Council of chapters 
meeting.  Brenda Herrman and I attended meetings until around 4:00 pm when 
our National Director Region 6 Chuck Williams bought the first round of beer.

The Conference started Sunday with the opening general session.  The session 
concluded with speaker Captain Scott Kelly, History-Making U.S. Astronaut & 
Retired U.S. Navy Captain.  He was a Naval Aviator and spent over a year in space 
on the international space station.

Sunday concluded with a get acquainted party at Target Field.  This is the stadium 
where the Twins play baseball.  There was food, drinks, lumberjack presentations, 
band and tours of the facilities.

The Expo was the largest ever for an APWA Congress/PWX.  You could spend 
hours looking and talking to vendors.

My favorite session was on Complete Streets.  Presented by R. Marshall Elizer, 
Jr, PE, PTOE and Michael Flatt, PE both of Gresham Smith and Partners,  
Nashville,  TN.  The following is the description of the presentation:  Complete 
Streets Design, Non-motorized travel is playing an increasing role in the development 
of livable, healthy, and sustainable communities.  Additionally, urban roadway right-
of-way must typically accommodate a wide range of roadside elements including traffic 
control devices, underground and above ground facilities, transit shelters, landscaping 
and street furniture.  Let’s discuss roadway design that successfully meets these functional 
responsibilities.  These guys have actually designed one-lane, two-way streets in 
some residential areas.  You must pull aside to let others pass.  Interesting.

The conference concluded for me with the Kansas Chapter Dinner.  Over 25 
of our members attended a happy hour and meal at Rock Bottom Brewery in 
downtown Minneapolis. Terri Newhouse from APWA National also joined us at 
our dinner.  Thanks go out to Cutler Repaving, Benesch and TranSystems for the 
happy hour!

Interactive Wolf sculpture made of recycled 
material just outside of the conference center. 

(Above)

Albino Squirrel in park by conference center. (Right)
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Get Acquainted Party at Target Field

Kansas Chapter PACE Award

Left to Right:

Russ Tomevi
City of Winfield

Brian Usher
APWA Past President 

David Cronin, PE
City of Lawrence
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APWA PWX Attendance Report
By Greg Sund

Although the city of Hays has been 
subject to travel restrictions this year 
that includes limiting conference 
attendance, I learned a few months ago, 
that because of the timing and location 
of PWX, the cost to the City would be 
lower than expected because it was held 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota and started 
the day after our son was married in the 
Twin Cities area.  That meant I would 
already be in Minneapolis on the day the 
PWX Conference started.  Hence the 
city of Hays would not have any travel 
cost for my attendance.
I very much appreciate the Kansas 
APWA grant because it further reduced 
the City’s cost of my PWX attendance.  
The grant also helped me personally, get 
over what I initially thought was a high 
cost of registration.
I have never before attended the annual 
APWA Conference, but as with all 
conferences I have attended throughout 
my career, I attended as many of the 
sessions as I could during the conference 
to ensure I had many take-a-ways.  I 
believe in life-long learning and this 
conference provided me with many 
learning opportunities.  For the most 
part, I came away from the conference 
believing my time was well spent.  The 
subjects addressed varied considerably 
and also aligned with many of the issues 
we are facing in Hays.
Because I was a “First-timer,” I was 
invited to attend the First Timer 
Breakfast at 7:00am on Sunday, August 
28.  I was fortunate to be able to sit at 
a table with the next APWA President 
William (Bo) Mills.  It was also nice 
to get to know the other people at my 
table a little.  I have learned events like 
the Breakfast provide a way to get to 

know other attendees that can help ease 
tensions of being a first timer.  It is great 
that APWA offers this breakfast event 
for first timers. The breakfast was well 
attended which led me to say to Bo, 
wow, this is a serious group in that it 
starts a conference at 7am on a Sunday 
morning. Ha!  During the breakfast, 
attention was given to the ways attendees 
can learn about the many sessions held.  
I personally made extensive use of the 
Android app provided by APWA.
It was comforting when planning 
which sessions to attend that so many 
of them nearly exactly targeted issues 
we are addressing such as roundabouts, 
infrastructure asset management, artist/
engineer collaboration in placing public 
art in Minneapolis, biking and pedestrian 
issues, future focused discussions like the 
one about what public works is going to 
look like in 2030 and 2050, complete 
streets, the Small Towns Brunch, and 
Organizational Improvement.
I also attended each of the keynote 
sessions and even enjoyed the 
presentations/discussion leading up to 
the keynotes themselves.  For instance, 
immediately preceding the Jeff Havens 
Keynote, was a presentation regarding 
Google Cardboard, an inexpensive 
solution to virtual reality that uses 
smart phones and Tilt Brush by Google 
that allows the viewer to paint in and 
experience 3-D painting.
I learned much useful information in 
the sessions I attended.  For instance, 
there was a suggestion to consider a 
temporary roundabout before designing 
a permanent one in order to identify 
positives and negatives before the design 
and implementation of a permanent 
solution.  I learned about the ESRI 

Collector app that provides field people 
a way to gather information in the field 
thereby eliminating some duplication 
of effort.  I learned about public art 
publications available through the 
city of Minneapolis.  It was also very 
useful to learn that in Minneapolis, 
every public art project must involve a 
professional artist.  I learned about YAY 
Bikes, a group that describes itself as a 
“Mode Shift Organization.”  They work 
to encourage more transportation and 
safe biking.  The presenter said when 
you connect people to place, they will 
ride in all conditions.  She also said 
they work to break the myth that all 
bicyclists are sports enthusiasts.  She 
said they purposely ride slow and do 
not encourage people to break a sweat.  
Contrary to what I have heard many 
times, she said they encourage bicyclists 
to ride to the right as far as practicable 
and that sharrow symbols should be 
placed where people are expected to 
ride.  In a session on protected bike 
lanes, I learned how they function in an 
atmosphere of complete streets.  I was 
interested to learn that the presenter 
said protected bike lanes make people 
feel safer, but that they do not work in 
every application.  In that session, we 
heard presenters talk about how the city 
of Minneapolis is maintaining bike lanes 
in all weather conditions.
Keynote Mel Robbins encouraged 
listeners to adopt her “five second rule”, 
in which one must take action within 
five seconds of an idea hitting conscious 
thought or it is likely they will talk 
themselves out of it.  She also said when 
you count backward from 5 to 1, you 
switch your thinking to your frontal 
cortex which is your area of conscious 
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thought.  She said this takes your brain 
off auto-pilot which it is in 47% of your 
day. I learned that complete streets is not 
a one size fits all situations solution.  The 
design can include wide streets, skinny 
streets, streets with adjacent rec paths, and 
low volume streets that promote walking 
and biking.  The presenters said design 
flexibility is the key to complete streets. 

In the small towns brunch, we talked 
about storm water, transportation, 
fleet management, and a suggestion to 

author APWA articles on subjects that 
may help other local governments.  In 
the organizational improvement session, 
it made me happy to hear a presenter 
reference motivational theory of both 
Maslow and Herzberg.  I often hear 
about Maslow’s theory of hierarchy, but 
often find Herzberg missing.  When I 
was in college courses on motivation and 
organizational behavior, I found I like 
Herzberg more because it was a simpler, 
easier to understand theory.
Finally, I appreciated the opportunity 

to attend the KS APWA dinner and a 
dinner hosted by Bartlett and West.  Each 
of these events gave me the opportunity 
to get to know people in our region who 
attend PWX.  Doing this helps build 
a base of friends and acquaintances 
that will make future conferences more 
enjoyable.  It is always fun to run into 
people you know at events like this.
All in all, I found PWX to be an event 
well worth my time with educational 
and social events that made it a quality 
experience.

2016 EXPO Pictures
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APWA PWX Report
By Peter Clark, P.E.

I had such a great experience at the 
APWA PWX in Minneapolis, MN 
this year!  It was filled everyday with 
inspirational messages, high quality 
educational sessions, top-notch 
networking opportunities, and a chance 
to relax and have fun.  I am not sure 
if you can ask for much else from a 
professional conference, but this one hit 
the nail on the head.

I began my trip by opting to drive up 
early Sunday morning (early, like 3:00 
AM) so that I could arrive in time for 
most of Sunday’s sessions.  I arrived 
safely after not being distracted much 
by the landscape along the way up I-35 
between Kansas City and Minneapolis.  
My first education session I went to 
after registering was on “Risked based 
Planning for Bridges” that gave an 
excellent strategy for how to include 
risk as a factor when evaluating bridge 
conditions.  Later in the afternoon 
I attended a session on “Creating a 
Learning Organization.”  This could 
be summed up with this definition of 
a Learning Organization: Empowering 
people to continually adapt to have 
capacity for reaching strategic goals.  
This session had a number of powerful 
lessons that I took with me and ideas to 
implement when I got back.

That evening was spent at Target Field, 
where the Minnesota Twins play.  There 
we enjoyed a great reception and got to 
mingle with many professionals from 
all over the country, and was pleased to 
see quite a few friends I recognized from 
over the years!

On Monday morning our keynote 
speaker introduced me to a new word 
for my vocabulary: HEMIPYGIC.  If 

you don’t know it already, I guess it has 
some Latin roots.

Later that day I learned more about 
what I and my staff can do to be better 
prepared and trained for emergencies.  
A number of online courses FEMA 
offers could be readily deployed to get 
more staff up to speed.  I also attended 
a session about “Message Strategies.”  
I found this very helpful as one of 
my biggest goals right now is how 
to increase our communication and 
engagement with the public and the 
media as a public works organization.  
Another session later that day also 
was spot on for me: “Infrastructure 
Planning.”  This explored a number of 
financing models and the philosophy 
behind them.  Because of this, I even 
sought out a great book on Stormwater 
Financing from the APWA bookstore 
that was set up right at the conference!

That night we had a great dinner hosted 
by a consultant we work with on a regular 
basis that was both entertaining and 
had great food.  Makes me appreciate 
the hard work and the expense funds of 
my consulting colleagues!

Tuesday brought even more great 
educational sessions, though I spent 
most of my time this day in the 
Exposition.  What a spread of exhibitors!  
I walked and talked for hours covering 
everything from equipment sales and 
service, engineering expertise, non-
profit training assistance, and new 
innovative technology and materials.  
Virtually every problem I have as a public 
works director had a solution there in 
that exhibit hall.  I especially liked the 
small impromptu demonstrations of 
materials or services.

Tuesday evening was another treat as we 
gathered as the Kansas Chapter to talk 
and network together and discuss the 
conference, work, and families.  I think 
that these opportunities outside of our 
regular work settings can really provide 
a chance to break down communication 
barriers and get to know our colleagues 
better.  That also might be because of a 
few less inhibitions, too.

On Wednesday, I wrapped things 
up with a timely session on “Culvert 
Inspection Programs” that I took 
copious notes in and will probably 
still go back and watch online through 
the APWA website. (Each session was 
recorded so you can go back to watch 
them again for reference!)  With my 
culvert inspection program kicking off 
this winter, I felt much better informed 
so we can help this succeed.  At the 
closing session, we had a speaker talk 
on “Strong Towns” who really broke 
down the stats of healthy community 
growth and development.  It was an 
eye-opening dive into the stats of what 
works and what doesn’t and how much 
we need to be paying attention to the 
trends in our communities.

I finally headed home on my rather 
nondescript trip through Minnesota, 
Iowa and Missouri, until I arrived in 
Kansas once again.  As I drove across 
the beautiful Flint Hills, I felt grateful 
for not only being home, but that I 
had such an awesome opportunity to 
sharpen the saw for a couple of days.  
Thank you again Kansas Chapter, for 
making this such a wonderful experience 
for me and for the help this will give to 
my organization!
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KANSAS CHAPTER
2016 - 2017 SCHOLARSHIPWINNERS

By:  Ron Seitz, Scholarship Committee Chair

Three students have been selected to receive scholarships from the APWA Kansas Chapter for the 2016-2017 school year.  
Scholarships were awarded to two students at the University of Kansas:  Reid Poff and  Delaney Snyder.  One student at Kansas 
State University, Chad Olney, was selected for a scholarship.

Reid Poff is a senior in Civil Engineering at KU and plans to 
graduate in May 2017.  Reid has worked as an engineering 
intern with the Leavenworth County Public Works 
Department where he performed a wide range of duties 
including stormwater runoff inspections, drainage studies, 
and GIS mapping.  At KU he is involved in Associated 
General Contractors Student Chapter, KU Energy Club, KU 
Baja SAE Suspension Team, and KU School of Engineering 
High School Design activities.  Reid is interested in pursuing 
a career in Public Works or County Engineering.

Delaney Snyder is a junior/senior in Civil Engineering at 
KU.  She expects to graduate in December 2017.  Delaney 
is active in the Society of Women Engineers and participated 
in the Engineering Expo in spring of 2016.  Her community 
activities include Douglas County 4-H and promoting the 
Children’s Miracle Network.  After graduation Delaney 
wants to pursue a career in the transportation area of civil 
engineering.

Chad Olney, a senior at K-State majoring in Civil 
Engineering with a secondary major in Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences, is receiving our scholarship 
for the second year.  He expects to graduate in May 2018.  
Chad’s work experience includes working as a summer intern 
at Smith & Oakes Civil Engineering/Land Surveying, Inc. 
assisting with field surveys and AutoCAD data entry.  He has 
also worked as a research assistant at KSU assisting graduate 
students on a variety of engineering research projects.  Chad 
participates in a variety of activities including American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering 
Honor Society, Engineers Without Borders, and Steel Bridge 
Design Team.  After graduation Chad hopes to work in the 
public works field of engineering.

Since the 1999-2000 school year APWA members have been sponsoring a scholarship program to assist junior and senior level 
civil engineering students at Kansas State University and the University of Kansas with their educational costs.  We currently 
award up to two scholarships of $2,000 each to students at each university.  Including the awards for this school year, we have 
awarded 48 scholarships for a total of $68,000 in scholarship awards.

The funds for these scholarships have been raised through the generous bidding and donations made by many APWA members 
and companies at scholarship auctions, and with the monies collected in our chapter golf tournaments.
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Scholarship winners since we first awarded scholarships in 1999 are listed below.  Over the years, we have helped a significant 
number of students complete their engineering degrees.  As you look over this list, you will likely recognize names of individuals 
who are currently working as engineers in the state of Kansas, whether it is with a consultant or with the state, city, or county.

School Year Name University Home Town
1999-2000 Andrew Morrow KU Eudora, KS
1999-2000 Brian Austin KSU Manhattan, KS
2000-2001 Jennifer Distlehorst KU Lawrence, KS
2000-2001 Wayne E. Nelson KSU Manhattan, KS
2001-2002 Timothy E. Lietzen KU Kansas City, KS
Fall 2001 Justin Mader KSU Western Kansas

Spring 2002 Tricia L. Petr KSU Blue Rapids, KS
2002-2003 Bradley M. Johnson KU Chapman, KS
2002-2003 Jennifer Hancock KSU Manhattan, KS
Fall 2003 Aaron Schwerman KU Beloit, KS

Spring 2004 David Lady KU Abilene, KS
2003-2004 Kelly Blackwell KSU Kansas City, KS
Fall 2004 David Lady KU Abilene, KS

Spring 2005 Troy W. Shaw KU Lawrence, KS
2004-2005 Stephen Mazouch KSU Great Bend, KS
2005-2006 Charles Woods KU Lawrence, KS
2005-2006 Scott Moeder KSU Oakley, KS
2006-2007 Philip Brown KU Kansas City, KS
2006-2007 Ryan Williams KSU Manhattan, KS
2007-2008 Colby Farlow KU Tecumseh, KS
Fall 2007 Ryan Williams KSU Manhattan, KS

Spring 2008 Ross Davenport KSU Manhattan, KS
2008-2009 Becky Anderson KU Lecompton, KS
2008-2009 Stephen Austin KSU St. Marys, KS
2009-2010 Micah Pattison KU Tonganoxie, KS
2009-2010 Stephen Austin KSU St. Marys, KS
2010-2011 Aaron Boehmler KU Bentonville, AR
Fall 2010 Laura White KSU Overland Park, KS
Fall 2010 Wesley Nyberg KSU El Dorado, KS

2011-2012 Brandon Komp KU Clearwater, KS
2011-2012 Tanner Yost KSU Minneola, KS
2012-2013 Jeremy Boger KU Overland Park, KS
2012-2013 Dillon Cowing KSU Clay Center, KS
2013-2014 Jeremy Boger KU Lawrence, KS
Fall 2013 Jeremy Harter KSU Colby, KS

Spring 2014 Clare Drilling KSU Olathe, KS
Fall 2014 Zachary Olson KU Ellsworth, KS

2014-2015 Michael Kopper KU Wichita, KS
2014-2015 Clare Drilling KSU Olathe, KS
2014-2015 Austin Jueneman KSU Hanover, KS
Spring 2015 Tom Vance KU Overland Park, KS
2015-2016 Michael Kopper KU Wichita, KS
2015-2016 Logan Bannister KU Lawrence, KS
2015-2016 Austin Jueneman KSU Hanover, KS
2015-2016 Chad Olney KSU Winfield, KS
2016-2017 Reid Poff KU Leavenworth, KS
2016-2017 Delaney Snyder KU Lawrence, KS
2016-2017 Chad Olney KSU Winfield, KS
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Audit Committee (Standing) (at least 3 members):
1. Tammy Bennett (Chair)
2. Brian Austin
3. Nick Voss

Nominating Committee (Standing) (3 members):
1. Chuck Bartlett (Chair)(Past-President)
2. Ray Ibarra
3. Brian Clennan

Awards Committee (Standing) (6 members):
1. Brett Letkowski (Chair)(Director)
2. David Spears
3. Russ Tomevi
4. Shawn Mellies
5. Brian Clennan
6. (Vacant)

Scholarship Committee (Standing) (at least 3 
members):
1. Ron Seitz (Chair)(Director)
2. Bob Stokes (KSU Representative)
3. Tom Mulinazzi (KU Representative)
4. Russ Tomevi (Treasurer)
5. Brett Letkowski
6. Cecil Kingsley
7. Jeff Hancock
8. Jennifer Hancock

Scholarship Auction Committee (Special):
1. Brad Waller (Chair)
2. Tammy Bennett
3. John Rathbun
4. Tom Mulinazzi
5. Andy Haney
6. Carla Anderson
7. Jennifer Hancock
8. Jeff Hancock
9. Cecil Kingsley

Chapter Spring Conference Committee (Special):
1. Suzanne Loomis (Chair)
2. David Cronin
3. Justin Erickson
4. Brian Clennan
5. Russ Tomevi
6. Ray Ibarra
7. Steve Lackey
8. John Rathbun
9. Stan Breitenbach
10. Ray Slattery
11. Brad Waller

Snow Roadeo Committee (Special):
1. Ray Ibarra (Chair)(Director)
2. Roger Nelson
3. Jeff Walters
4. Mark Thiel

Mid America Conference Planning (3 members):
1. Tammy Bennett
2. Chad Grisier
3. Mike Moriarty

Road Scholar / LTAP Committee (Special):
1. Ron Seitz 
2. Mike Haeffele
3. Frank Abart 

Scholarship Golf Committee (Special):
1. Steve Lackey (Chair)
2. John Rathbun

APWA Kansas Chapter
2016 Committees
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KANSAS CHAPTER APWA SNOW ROADEO
By Ray Ibarra

The Kansas Chapter held its 2nd Annual Snow Roadeo event this year on August 18th in Junction City at the Milford State 
Park.  The Roadeo had an excellent turnout with 53 participants taking part in the event.  Those cities and counties that took 
part in the event were McPherson, Lawrence, Douglas County, Newton, Hays, Riley County, Salina, Manhattan, Abilene and 
Junction City.

There were three event competitions held which were Motor Grader, Loader and Snow Plow.  The Motor Grader had 16 
participants and the winners in the event were 1st place Eric Ziegenhirt, Riley Co.; 2nd place Jeb Schroeder, Newton; and 3rd 
place Joe Schroeder, Newton.

 Eric Ziegenhirt, Riley County             Jeb Schroeder, Newton  Joe Schroeder, Newton

The loader competition had 41 participants and the winners in the event were 1st place John Berry, Salina; 2nd place Arlie 
Watts, Lawrence; and 3rd place Justin Bergman, Junction City.

 John Berry, Salina               Arlie Watts, Lawrence   Justin Bergman, Junction City
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The snow plow competition was a 2-man event and had 25 teams and the winners in the event were 1st place Kirk Cibolski & 
John Berry, Salina; 2nd place Jerry Wiesendager & Chris Watson, Salina, and 3rd place Albert Lee &  Eric Ziegenhirt, Riley 
County.

 Kirk Cibolski/John Berry          Jerry Wiesendanger/Chris Watson Eric Ziegenhirt/Albert Lee
  Salina          Salina   Riley County

Everyone had a great time and are looking forward to next year.  I like to especially thank Chadd Blackwood of Murphy Tractor 
for supplying the motor grader and the Snow Roadeo committee of Jeff Davis, Mike Perkins, Dustin Anderson, Dave Ball and 
the City of Manhattan, Riley County, City of Lawrence and Junction City for setting up the courses and their staff for their 
support which made the Snow Roadeo possible.
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2017 Future City Competition - Great Plains Regional
The APWA Kansas Chapter will again be sponsoring the Future City Great Plains Regional competition held which will be 
held at Kansas State University on January 21, 2017.  The theme for this year's competition is "Power of Public Space", 
challenging students to imagine a distributed network of multiuse public spaces in their cities.

Future City Competition is a national, project-based learning experience where students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade imagine, 
design, and build cities of the future.  Students work as a team with an educator and engineering mentor to plan cities 
using SimCity software; research and write solutions to an engineering problem; build tabletop scale models with recycled 
materials; and present their ideas before judges at the Great Plains Regional Competition.  Regional winners represent their 
region at the National Finals in Washington, DC.

The Great Plains Region has held a regional competition for twelve years and consists of schools from Kansas, Colorado and 
Missouri with over 400 students participating last year.  The competition is a great educational outreach opportunity for 
chapter members to get involved.

You can volunteer to be an engineering mentor by meeting with the students to help them learn about planning, maintaining 
and improving communities and how it impacts their every-day lives.  If you can't mentor a team, you can help by being a 
judge for the competition date on January 21st.  Competition judges are needed to review both the models and preliminary 
rounds of presentations .  No prior experience or expertise is required to be a judge and the time commitment is limited to 
just the morning.

Learn more about the Future City Competition at:
http://futurecity.org/ or sign up to be a judge at futurecityks@gmail.com.

 

FUTURE CITY COMPETITION NEWS
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KANSAS LTAP

Kansas LTAP Partnering with KDOT and FHWA on ROW Acquisition Training
LTAP is finishing up work on a webinar series that will be available at their website for training (and a test) on ROW acquisition. 
KDOT will have a new requirement that each local public agency (LPA) that seeks federal funds for road improvements have 
at least one person who takes the training and passes the test to receive their approval for ROW acquisition. The webinar has 
6 short videos to watch, and then a test to take. The whole process takes about an hour. Look for an announcement about 
the availability of the webinar from LTAP soon.

Coming in October — New LTAP Training on Using GIS on Mobile Devices
LTAP is offering a new class developed and taught by Matt Landes titled Free GIS for LPAs—From Desktop to Mobile Data 
Collection. This is an introductory class using Free & Open Source QGIS software both in the office and out in the field 
on mobile devices. It will focus on cost-saving ways to use GIS to create maps for managing public works resources.  Maps 
created will be easily transferable to mobile devices where they can be used in the field for data collection. The class will 
be held October 10-11 in Lawrence. Space is limited! To learn more, go to http://www2.ku.edu/~kutc/pdffiles/16%20
LTAP%20GIS.pdf.

LTAP Fall 2016 Classes Set
LTAP classes this fall include these topics:

•	Concrete street maintenance

•	 Snow and ice control 

•	 Public Works management 

•	How to acquire and use data to reduce crashes on local roads

•	Bridge maintenance

•	GIS on mobile devices

•	 Engineering functions in Public Works

•	 Legal permitting and regulatory processes

Some of these classes are required for Kansas Roads Scholar Levels I, II and III. To see dates and details, and to register, go 
to http://www.ksltap.org and click on LTAP Calendar in the left column.

New Road Diet Fact Sheet
Kansas LTAP received a grant from FHWA to report on the use road diets in more-rural areas. LTAP’s Merhdad Givechi 
did not find a lot of rural implementations out there, but did find some good examples, and they are highlighted in a fact 
sheet available at the Kansas LTAP website: http://www2.ku.edu/~kutc/pdffiles/16LTAPRoadDietFS.pdf. The fact sheet 
also includes general considerations for considering a road diet in a rural community. Road diets are one of the strategies 
promoted by FHWA’s Every Day Counts.
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http://kansas.apwa.net/

If YOU are looking for an opportunity
to get involved with our chapter, have we 

got an opportunity for you. We have a
number of committees serving in a variety 

of different areas.
•	 Audit
•	 Awards
•	 Scholarship
•	 Scholarship Auction
•	 Chapter Spring Conference
•	 Snow Roadeo
•	 Mid America Conference
•	 Road Scholar/LTAP
•	 Scholarship Golf

Let David Cronin,
 dcronin@lawrenceks.org

 know if you are interested in getting 
plugged in.

LOOKING FOR A FEW  
GOOD PEOPLE...

UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTSSAVE THE DATE

MAY 24-26, 2017

Since 1983, this triennial gathering, sponsored by the APWA’s 
five chapters in Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska, is the 
region’s best event to come together with hundreds of your 
peers in the public works community.   Come to experience:
•	A multi-track program to share ideas on challenges faced 

by our industry!

•	One of the region’s largest exhibition shows, 
demonstrating and displaying products and services 
dedicated to public works operations, facilities and 
infrastructure design and maintenance!

•	Recreation and networking  opportunities, including the 
largest joint National Public Works Week celebration in 
the Midwest!

This event is sponsored by your APWA Heart of America 
Chapters: IOWA, KANSAS, KANSAS CITY METRO, 

MISSOURI & NEBRASKA

APR 23-26, 2017 
2017 North American Snow Conference
(Des Moines, IA)

AUG 27-30, 2017 
2017 PWX (Orlando, FL)

AUG 26-29, 2018 
2018 PWX (Kansas City, MO)

Share your stories and news with the 
APWA community. 

Email your story or photos with a caption to 
Karla Waters,

kwaters@schwab-eaton.com
to be featured in the next newsletter



 

 
 

Annual Fall Meeting 
Date: October 11, 2016 
Time: 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
Location: Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speedway 
 777 Hollywood Casino Blvd. 
 Kansas City, KS 66111 
  
The format of the meeting will be casual and interactive.  Please enjoy this opportunity to network with colleagues, share 
your challenges and successes, and gather ideas, information, and energy from this professional development 
opportunity. APWA Members are encouraged to register and bring non-members. 
 
Registration fees are $40 per person.  Registration for this event is not related to the fall League of Municipalities 
meeting.  Registration Deadline:  Noon Friday October 7th, 2016. 
 
 9:30 – 10:00 Pre-meeting break (coffee & snacks) 
 
 10:00 – 10:30 Annual Fall Business Meeting (Committee Reports and Election of Officers) 
   David Cronin, P.E., Chapter President 
    
 10:30 – 11:15 Johnson County Performance Based Design Standards 
   Howard Lubliner, Ph.D., P.E., Shafer, Kline & Warren 
    
 11:20 – 11:50 Utilities and Public Right of Way Committee 
   John Cooper, P.E., GBA  
   Ted Ingalls, P.E., HNTB 
  
 11:55 - 12:25 Wireless Telecommunications Legislation 
   Michael Koss, Assistant City Attorney, City of Overland Park 
 
 12:30 – 1:20 Lunch – will be provided (Stars Room-Epic Buffet) 
 
 1:25 – 2:10 Gateway Lessons Learned 
   Joe Brand, P.E., MBA, HNTB 
   Sean Gellhaus, P.E., HNTB 
   Jason Sanders, HNTB 
   Robyn Arthur, HNTB 
 
 2:15 – 2:50 Building Public Support for Funding Capital Projects 
   Dr. Jason M. Peek, P.E., Ph.D., Public Works Director, City of Topeka 
  
 2:50 – 3:00 Gift Certificate Drawing/Dismissal 
 
Registration by credit card:  http://kansas.apwa.net (Website under construction and maybe unavailable) 
 
Registration by check:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name:      Address:          
 
E-mail:     City, State, Zip:         
 
Registration by check only, mail to: Kansas Chapter of APWA 
  c/o Russ Tomevi, City of Winfield 
  P.O. Box 646 
  Winfield, KS 67156 
 


